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Get all your devices online

when you're travelling

Not all venues provide a wireless connection to the internet. Here's how to
get your devices online when Ethernet or 3G access are all that’s available.

challenge. Although wifi is relatively easy to find when roaming around cities, some

hotels still provide internet access over an Ethernet cable. Even if wifi is available,
some venues charge a daily rate for access, making your mobile phone network’s charge for
tethering look more reasonable, especially if you want to take more than one device online —
perhaps a wifi-only iPad, a Kindle and your kids’ iPod touch or portable game console.

Retaining access to the internet on your iOS device means you can still download apps and

media even if it's synced with a different Mac than the one that’s with you. Happily, various bits
of Apple kit can help keep you connected.

w hen you're travelling away from home, getting all of your devices online can be a

TURN YOUR MAC INTO A WIFI HOTSPOT

When the only internet connection that’s
available to you comes over an Ethernet
cable, your Mac can propagate it to other
devices over wifi. The same method that’s
used to share an Ethernet connection can be
used with your 3G USB stick or ExpressCard,

provided it appears as an interface in the
Network pane in System Preferences. To use
this method with a MacBook Air, you'll need
Apple’s Ethernet-to-USB adaptor.

The downside of Mac 0S X's Internet
Sharing feature is that it creates a wifi
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2. Click the row for Internet Sharing in the list
on the left to set it up. You must choose the
network interface that’s providing your Mac’s
internet connection. We've chosen Ethernet.

1. Open System Preferences and click the
Sharing icon. In the pane that appears, you
might need to click the padlock and enter
your password to make changes.
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4. Click the AirPort Options button and
name your network. Although broadcast in
the crowded 2.4GHz band, the channel is
set automatically. It can be overridden if
microwave ovens and other networks and
devices interfere.

5. The only security available is WEP, which
isn't robust. However, it prevents uninvited
guests casually joining your network. Enable
encryption and set a password, then click OK.

T I When you turn on

Personal Hotspot (see
‘Sharing your iPhone’s internet
connection with other devices’,
right), it will ask if you want to
turn on Bluetooth and wifi. It
doesn’t let you turn on one or the
other. You can turn off Bluetooth
in Settings > General > Bluetooth
to avoid wasting battery life.

network that’s protected with WEP security.
That's worth enabling to prevent others joining
the network at will, but it isn’t really robust
enough to prevent eavesdropping on your
network to deduce your password, however
unlikely that might seem.
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3. The list below shows network interfaces that
can propagate the connection. We're creating
an AirPort (wifi) network. Although you can turn
on Internet Sharing now, don't do it yet.
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6. Tick the box next to Internet Sharing. The
AirPort status icon shows that the connection
is being shared. Connect devices to the

wifi network as you would one created by a
dedicated router.



MAKE A MORE SECURE HOTSPOT WITH

AIRPORT EXPRESS

Part of AirPort Express’ attraction is its
compact size, which is good for travellers.
Like OS X’s Internet Sharing feature, it
can untether you from an Ethernet-only
connection. It offers more robust WPA and

WPA2 protection. The downside is that there’s
no iOS version of AirPort Utility, so you can’t
be sure it will work without a Mac to adjust
the configuration. If you set it up in advance,
though, there’s a good chance it will.

1. Connect the Ethernet cable and plug the
AirPort Express into the mains supply. Let it
start up, then open AirPort Utility from
/Applications/Utilities on your Mac. Select the
unit and click Manual Setup.

2. In the Wireless tab (in the AirPort section),
choose to create a wireless network. Set

the radio mode to the option that mentions
802.11b/g compatibility. The other options will
exclude many devices, including all iPhones.

3. Set the network’s security to WPA/

WPA2 Personal and enter a password that's
memorable but not trivial to break. If you
can’t take a Mac with you, make a note of the
password somewhere else as a reminder.

4. Click the Wireless Network Options button
and set the country where you'll be travelling.
Don’t worry about multicast and the key
timeout. Transmit power governs the physical
reach of your network.

5. The closed network option hides the
network from access through places such as
the AirPort menu on a Mac. Don’t use this as
a substitute for a password (step 3), as it's
easy to discover the network’s existence.

6. If you've set up your device for home use,
you might have restricted the list of devices
that can access the network under the
Access Control tab. Make sure you've added
devices to the list that get online via 3G.

7. Under the Internet section’s Internet
Connection tab, the first item is most often
set to Ethernet. Connection Sharing is where
things get involved. Sharing a public IP
address will work in many cases, but not on
every network.

8. The alternative is bridge mode, which
identifies your devices uniquely. Some venues
require you to pay for each one that needs to
get online. Click the Update button and allow
the unit to restart. Its status light should turn
green after it has restarted.

SHARING YOUR
iPHONE'S INTERNET
CONNECTION WITH
OTHER DEVICES

i0S 4.3’s Personal Hotspot enhances the
existing tethering feature with the addition of
wifi connections, allowing a wifi-only iPad and
many other devices to get online. However,

it requires an iPhone 4. It's advisable not to
use the feature abroad, as data tends to be
expensive outside of the UK.

Check with your network whether you
need to pay an extra fee. In the Settings app,
select General, then Network, then Personal
Hotspot to see network-specific instructions.
Ask whether data comes from your monthly
allowance or if you get more to use, and
check when you need to cancel the service to
avoid a rolling charge. Set a reminder in the
Calendar app.
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1. To use the 3G connection with one Mac,
connect your Phone to it with a dock-to-USB
cable. Turn on Personal Hotspot in the Settings
app under General > Network. The Mac will
report detection of a new network interface.
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2. Choose the option to open Network
preferences and look for the iPhone in the list
on the left. Click Apply to finalise its addition.
The status briefly turns amber, then green
once the connection is established.
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3. If you're going to connect over wifi, there’s
just one option to set: the password that
devices use to connect. Unlike Mac 0S X's
Internet Sharing (which you might use with
a 3G USB stick), Personal Hotspot uses
stronger WPA2 security, but pick a password
that’s not easy to guess.
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